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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

Claim 18 is objected to because of the following informalities: A claim is supposed to 
comprise a sentence. Claim 18 is in the form of two sentences. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 
do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an 
international application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the 
reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre- AIPA 
35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 1-12, 15-16, 18-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Depp et al (2002/0030582 Al). 

In reference to claim 1 Depp discloses a biometric network for use in time and attendance 
applications (abstract). The system comprises a time recording mechanism for recording the 
presence of a worker upon entry of a worker specific identifier at the time recording medium 
(paragraph 0035); a memory circuit for storing records of worker specific biometric reference 
data, each record being associated with a worker specific identifier (paragraph 0028); a biometric 
sensor (biometric device) operative to sense biometric data associated with a worker preset at the 
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sensor (paragraph 0022); an intermittent comparison circuit (biometric network polling station), 
for intermittently comparing the sensed biometric data to the biometric reference data associated 
with the worker specific identifier entered at the time recording mechanism (paragraph 0023 and 
0027); and 

an indicator circuit operative to generate indicia representative of the comparison between the 
sensed biometric data and the biometric reference data associated with the worker specific 
identifier entered at the time recording mechanism (paragraph 0037). 

In reference to claim 2 wherein the indicator circuit is a printer to generate the visible 
indicia (paragraph 0036). Depp generates a report, and reports are usually printed, Fig. 7 
indicates printers therefore suggesting the ability to print. 

In reference to claim 3 wherein the biometric sensor circuit is a fingerprint detection 
circuit (paragraph 0033). 

In reference to claim 4 wherein the biometric sensor circuit is a voice detection circuit 
(paragraph 21). 

In reference to claim 5 wherein the biometric sensor circuit is an eye feature detection 
circuit (paragraph 21). 

In reference to claim 6 wherein the intermittent comparison circuit includes a variable control 
circuit for varying the rate of comparing the biometric data in relation to recording the presence 
of the worker (paragraph 0037). 

In reference to claim 1 further comprising a processor operatively associated with the 
time recording mechanism, for regulating operation of the time recording mechanism in response 
to an instruction set operating in the processor (paragraph 0036). 
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In reference to claim 8 wherein the processor regulates the operation of the biometric 
sensor (0037). 

In reference to claim 9 wherein the processor regulates the operation of the memory 
circuit (paragraph 0021). 

In reference to claim 10 wherein the intermittent sampling circuit is implemented by the 
processor (paragraph 21). 

In reference to claim II wherein the processor regulates the operation of the printing 
circuit (paragraph 36 and Figure 7). 

In reference to claim 12 wherein the processor instructs the printer circuit to print a 
message that sensed biometric data from the worker conforms to referenced biometric data 
associated with the worker specific identifier entered at the time recording mechanism 
(paragraph 0036 and Fig. 7). 

In reference to claim 15 wherein the indicator circuit is a display monitor to generate the 
visible indicia (Fig. 7). 

In reference to claim 16 wherein the processor instructs the printer circuit to print a 
message that sensed biometric data from the worker conforms to referenced biometric data 
associated with the worker specific identifier entered at the time recording mechanism 
(paragraph 0037 and 0036 and Fig. 7). 

In reference to claim 18 wherein the processor instructs the printer circuit to print a 
message that no comparison has been made between the sensed biometric data and referenced 
biometric data associated with the worker specific identifier entered at the time recording 
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mechanism (paragraph 0037). The time recorder as recited in claim 1 wherein the worker 
specific identifier is applied to an employee badge (paragraph 0021). 

In reference to claim 19 wherein the worker specific identifier is applied to an 
identification card (paragraph 21). 

In reference to claim 20 wherein the identification card is a timecard (paragraph 0021). 

In reference to claim 21 wherein the worker specific identifier is an interrogatable 
electronic device (Fig. 6). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claiml3-14 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Depp 
in view of Burger (6,219439). 

In reference to claims 13 and 1 7 wherein the processor instructs the printer circuit to 
print a niessage that sensed biometric data from the worker does not conform to referenced 
biometric data associated with the worker specific identifier entered at the time recording 
mechanism. 

Depp does not expressly disclose the case when the worker does not conform to the 
referenced biometric data. 
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Burger discloses the case when the worker does not conform to the referenced biometric 
data (column 5 lines 42-65). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to authenticate the user and determine that the user does not conform to the 
referenced biometric data as in Burger and print the result as suggested by Depp. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because it would enable to system 
to positively confirm those that are authenticated by the system (Burger column 5 lines 60-65). 

In reference to claim 14 wherein the processor instructs the printer circuit to print a 
message that no comparison has been made between the sensed biometric data and referenced 
biometric data associated with the worker specific identifier entered at the time recording 
mechanism. 

Depp does not expressly disclose the case when the worker does not conform to the referenced 
biometric data. 

Burger discloses the case when the worker does not conform to the referenced biometric 
data (column 5 lines 42-65). The comparison of the user's finger print determines whether the 
fingerprint is the same person and can further include whether there is a comparison at all. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to authenticate the user and determine that the user does not conform to the 
referenced biometric data as in Burger and print the result as suggested by Depp. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because it would enable to system 
to positively confirm those that are authenticated by the system (Burger column 5 lines 60-65). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paula W. Klimach whose telephone number is (571) 272-3854. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon to Thr 9:30 a.m to 5:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Vu can be reached on (571) 272-3859. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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